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fly, but one fly being not enough to bring the young one to
its full growth, they feed it with more : Their [leca’s are at
laft all covered over with the wings,legs, and other fragments

of flies,

A Letter of Mr Martin Liftery written at York Auguft 25 1671,
confirming the Obfervation in IN© 74. about Musk fented Infeils 5
adding fome Notes upon D.Swammerdam’s book, of Infeéts,and
on that of M, Steno concerning Petrify'd shells,

SIR,

¥ Have obferved the two Infeés,which Mr. Ray faith, fmell
B of Musk, whichindeed they do in an highdegree. The
/mall Bees are very frequent in the Wooles in Linco/n foire,and
about the latter end ot April are to be found in paftures and
meadows,upon the early-blown flowers of a {ortof Ranuncu.
lus, as You havebeen rightly inform*d ; but it is fomething
improper to fay Bees feed on flowers: AndlLkewife the fame
Bees are no lefs frequent on the flowers of Dens Leonis, &c,
The [weet Beetle, is a very large Infedt, and wellknown about
Cambridge.  All the trials I have made to preferve them w.th
their {mell, have provedineffeGtual: For, bothforts of thele
Infe@s will of themfelves in a very few weeks become almeft
quite fent-lefs, Tothefe I fhall add another fweer-fmelln g
Infe&, which is a Hexapode-worm feeding on Gallium lu-
tewm.
The Obfervation of the #¢fpe Ichneumonesy as it hath rela-
tion to Spiders, I willingly referve for other Papers: ver I
may tell you in geoeral, thatthis kind of Tule& is one of the
rreateflt puzzels in nature 5 therebeing few Excrefcencics of
Plants , and very many births of Inf:éts, wherein thele
flender Wafps after divers ftrange ways arc concerned,

Thoughl beat prefent from my Books, yet I well remems
ber the paflage, which Mr.1Villoughby refers you
toin Muffet . And he is well able to judge,  * see 2 ms,
whether the Obfervation be made upon the fame 74 #2221
fuorcof Infe&, I conceive it a fault not con-
sistent wich Ingenious Spirits, to pafsby in filence the Induficy
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of Moderns as well as of Ancient Writers 3 according to that
of C.Celfus: Oportet neque recentiores vires in bis fraudare, que
vel repererunt, vel reéle fecuti funt 3 & tamenea, que ab antiqui-
ortbus pofica [unt, authoribus fuisreddere,  You can beft inform
me, what D. Swammerdam does in a matter of this nature :
when I read in the Account given us by you of his Book,
Numb., 645 that Svails are both Male and Female; thaitCa-
terpillars may teach us, by their feeding, th:correfpondence
of the vertues of Planis, &c; I am defirous to know, whe-
ther hz quote Mr. Ray for the former , as having publifh’c the
Obfervation ten years ago at lealt; and for the later, the
Learned and Noble D.0o umna, who did propofc the way of
effaying the vertues of Plauts by the pafass of Infects in the
beginuing of this Age.

But [ leave this, and proceed toaremark of myown; and
it fhallbe, "if you pleafe, concerning Petrified Shells 5 1 mecan
fuch Shells, aslhaveobfervedin our Englifh ftone- Quarrics,
But Sir, let me premife thus much, that Iam confident, that
~you at lzaft will zcquit e, and not believe me one ofalis
tigious nature. This1 fay in reference to what I have lately
read in Steno's Prodromus, that, ifmy {ectiments on this parti-
cular are fomewhat diffcrent from bis, it proceeds vot from a
fpiritof contradi¢tion, but frema different view ot Nature.
Firftthen, wewill eafi'y believe, thatin fome Countries,and
particularly along the fhoresof the Mediterrancan Sea, there
may all mannerof Sea fhells be found promfeucafly ivcluded in
Rocksor Earth, and at good diftancesteoo from the Sea. Bur,
for our Euglifh-inland Quarrées, which allo abound with in-
finite nnmber and great varietics of fhells, I am apt ro think,
there is no fuch matter, as Petrifying of Shells in the bufinefls
(or,as Stenoexplains himfelf p. 84. in the Englith Verfion, &
alibi, that the fubftance of thofe fhells, formerly belonging
toanimals, hath been d'ffolved or wafted by the penetrating
furce of juces, and that a flovy fubltarce 15 comein the
place thereof,) butthatihefe Cockle-like ftones ever were,
as they are atprefent, Lapides fur generiry avd never any part
ofan Animal.  That theyarefoarprefent, isinefle confefs
fod by Sreno in the above cited pages and it is moft certain,
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that our Englith Quarry- fhells (to continue that abufive name)
have no parts of a different Texture from the rock or quarry
they are taken, thatis, that there is no fuch thing as feil in
thefe refemblances of fhells, but that Iron-ftone Cockles are
all Iron ftone ;5 Lime or marble all Lime-ftone and Marble
Sparre or Chryftalline-fhells all Sparre, &c. and that they
never were any part of an Animal, My reafonis : That Quar-
ries of different ftone yeild us quire different forts or (pecies
of fhells, not only one from another {as thofe Cockle ftores
of the Iron-ftone Quarrics of Adderton in York:/hire differ from
thofe tound in the Lead mines of the ueighbuuring moun-
tains, and both thefe from that Cockle- Quarrie of Wamford:
bridge in Northampton.fbire, and all three from thofe to be
found inthe Quarries about Guntbrop and Beavsur-caftle, & c;)
but, 1 dare boldly fay, from any thing in nature befides, that
either the land, falt, or frefh water dothyeild us,  "Tis true,
that T have picked outof that one Quarry of Waniford very
refemblances of Murices, Teline, Turbines, Coclice, &c. and
yet I am notconvinced, when [ particularly examined fome
of our Englifh thores for fhells, alfothe freth waters and the
ficlds, that [d:d ever miet with (N, B.) any oue of thofe
Jpecies ot thells any where elfe, but in their refpctive Quar-
ries, whence [ couclude them Lapides fui generi:, and thatthicy
were not caft in any Animal.mold, whole fpecics or race i yet
to be found in beingat this day.

This argument perhaps will not {o readi’y take plice with
thofe perfons, thatthink it not worth the while cxa2tly and
minuely to diftinguith the feveral fpecies of the thing: ¢f na-
ture, burare content to acquielce in figure, refemblance, kind,
and fuch general notions s but when they fhall pleaf: 1o con-
defcend to heedful and accurate difcriptions, they will, I
doubt not,be of that opinion, which anattertive view of thefe
things led me into fome years ago, Though I moke no deubr,
bu:tlie Repofitory of the R, Soczety is amply furnfhed with
things of this nature 5 yet if you fhall comm.nt o,
1 will fend youup two or three fir s of our Englith Ceclhie-
ftones of different Quarries, vearly refemoling on
andall of them very likea common fort of Sea-fhell, and ye
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if there fhall not be enough fpecifically to diftinguith them,
and hinder them from being fampled by any thing of the
{roils of theSea or frefh waters or the land-fnails; my argu-
ment will fall, and I fhall be happily convinced of an-Er-
four.

Austher Letter , written of the fame Gentleman , from York
Sept. 13, 167 1. enlarging his former Communtcations tn Numb,
75. about Vegetable Excrelgencies, a#d Ichneumon-
Worms.

SIR,

N my laft Paper about Pegetable Excrefcencies, 1was wholly
filent of the opinion, which Mr.Willeughty is pleafed to fa.
vour ; and becauie that worthy Gentleman hath {o far made it
probable, that row it feems only to depend upon the good
fortune of fome lucky Obferver, Iam willing to reaflume my
former thoughts, that all thofe odd Obfervations, we have
made of the Bérths ot Ichneumens, dobutbeget inmea ftrong
belief, that they have a way yet unheeded, whereby they do as
boldly, asfubtly, convey their Eggs within the Bodies of In-
feés and parts ot Vegetables,
A fifthand laft propofition of that Paper * was,that the fus-
flance of many Vegetable Excrefcencies feemed not to be
* See mumb. the food of the worms to befound in them. My mean-
75- 13254 ing was, thatthe fubftance of the Vegetable Ex.
crefcencies in which thofe Ichneumon worms were
to be found,was rather augmented, than diminithed or worm.:
eaten, And the like conformity of their feeding within In.
felts is well obferved by Mr, Willoughby *, that
* See above s the impregnated Caterpillars feemnotto be cops
shis very2ralh cerned, though their bodies are full of Infe@s of
a quite different kind, but go on as far as they
may towards the atchievement of the perfection of their
own {pecies.  ThusThavefeena Poppy-lhead fwoln to a mon-
frrous bulk, and yetailthe Cells were not recepracles of 7¢h-
acumons, but fome had good and ripe feed in them, 1 fhall
not refule Mr, Halloughby (though you kuow upen what
grounds



